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America's most distinguished commentator on foreign policy, former national security adviser

Zbigniew Brzezinski, offers a reasoned but unsparing assessment of the last three presidential

administrations' foreign policy. Though spanning less than two decades, these administrations

covered a vitally important turning point in world history - the period in which the United States,

having emerged from the cold war with unprecedented power and prestige, managed to squander

both in a remarkably short time. This is a tale of decline: from the competent but conventional

thinking of the first Bush administration, to the well-intentioned self-indulgence of the Clinton

administration, to the mortgaging of America's future by the "suicidal statecraft" of the second Bush

administration. Brzezinski concludes with a chapter on how America can regain its lost prestige.

This scholarly yet highly opinionated book is sure to be both controversial and influential.
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Brzezinski is incomparably qualified to explain and comment on foreign affairs in the last two

decades, given his high-level academic and experiential backgrounds, and numerous current

contacts. "Second Chance" begins by pointing out that the U.S., having emerged from the Cold War

as the unquestioned victor, enjoyed an unprecedented degree of international dominance.

Unfortunately, the subsequent three presidents squandered a great deal of its power and prestige -

especially Bush II. Brzezinski's intent is to lay out all the problems in the hope that America does



better when it gets a second chance after the '08 elections.Before getting into the details, however,

Brzezinski also points out that the collapse of the Soviet was NOT the work of a single person

(Ronald Reagan), but the consequence of a 40-year bipartisan effort, beginning with Harry Truman,

and also aided by Lech Walesa (defied communism for a decade and compelled compromises that

ended communist monopoly on power and precipitated uprisings in Czechoslovakia and Hungary),

Pope John Paul II (revived spiritual viability), and Mikhail Gorbachev.Bush I, according to

Brzezinski, did a good (B) job overall - his main achievements were dealing positively with

Gorbachev and the U.S.S.R.'s collapse, and then building an impressive coalition to handle

Hussein. His two criticisms are that Bush could have done more to resolve the Israeli-Palestine rift

(though he did forcefully confront Israel's push to expand settlements), and that Bush I left the Iraq

problem unresolved.Clinton, according to "Second Chance" worked well to move former USSR

warheads back into the new Russia, preventing proliferation.
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